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was free at any time to join the Little Entente. Yet the
Hungarians only succeeded in ruffling the tempers of the
Czechs by their demands for revision. Now the new state
of afiairs permits the German troops an unimpeded passage
into Hungary* The Hungarian troops, even though they
are inspired by a wonderful fighting spirit and have
proved their mettle in war, could not resist the German
advance for very long.

Germany wants a free passage through the Hungarian
plain to Transylvania in Rumania. This district, which
belonged to Hungary up till 1918, is well known to the
Germans from the World War. Only the Transylvanian
Alps and the road by Predeal could offer serious obstacles
to the Germans. Rumania has an army which is inferior
to no other in military spirit. Therefore Germany is
trying to conquer the Rumanian stores of raw-materials
by * Peaceful methods.' The dream of reaching the
Black Sea will of course never be realised, for the Turks
as well as the Russians control these waters and the
former have made a firm political pact with England.

The Germans were able to overawe the defeated states
only by the numbers of their army, but they will not
do it again. For if one considers the German troops
to-day, even a child can tell the condition of the German
army and its fighting qualities.

No one knows how the present war will end. I have
heard many Englishmen speak very sceptically of their
chances of victory. In reply to these, I should like to
state that, from my own observations and conversations
vidv military authorities, the fighting powers of the